
Nineteen years ago, at Bristol University ...



... Peter Wills of Mercator Ltd gave a paper to an SGCSA 
Conference titled:

Data Use And Re-Use : The movement and use of survey data 
across different hardware and software platforms ...
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In his paper, Peter called for volunteers from the major 
survey software suppliers to step forward and design an 
independent standard for defining survey data and 
metadata, for which manufacturers could provide 
translation facilities in their software ...
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Keith Hughes, Merlinco Steve Jenkins, Mercator

Geoff Wright, Pulse Train Technology



Keith Hughes, Merlinco Steve Jenkins, Snap Surveys

Geoff Wright, Computable Functions

Laurance Gerard, Consultant Ed Ross, Consultant
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The first version of the Triple-S standard was 
published in 1994, and looked like this ...







� Improvements to the standard were presented to the 
ASC at the 1996 International Conference, and 
published in 1998.



� Improvements to the standard were presented to the 
ASC at the 1996 International Conference, and 
published in 1998.

� Meantime, a proposal to “translate” the standard into 
XML (Extensible Markup Language) was explored in 
depth, presented to the ASC at their Millennium 
Conference in 1999, and published the following year.





A further minor revision, version 1.2, followed in July 
2002, and then a major one, version 2.0, in December 
2006.

We felt this warranted a much more lavish publication ...





A further minor revision, version 1.2, followed in July 
2002, and then a major one, version 2.0, in December 
2006.

We felt this warranted a much more lavish publication ...

... especially as the list of registered implementers was 
over 50 (it now stands at 75) ...







In 2007, the Triple-S Group was presented with a Special 
Technology Award by the Market Research Society and 
the Association for Survey Technology, “in recognition 
of the outstanding contribution that Triple-S has 
made to the research profession since its creation in 
1993”.



In early 2008, we began planning for an independent 
Triple-S Validation program, to enable users of the 
standard to determine whether their imports/exports 
were syntactically correct. We were fortunate to raise 
funding to make this possible from ...
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and the Validator was published online in 2010.





2011 sees the publication of yet another revision of our 
best-selling Green Book, especially for this conference: 
price £10 only, all proceeds to the Triple-S Beer Fund.

Thank you!



(picture of the bally thing here, please)



... and this brings us right up to date, and I now return 
you the Chairman to pose the question ...




